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Reply Comments in support of NIA/CTN/WCA proposal:

Life long learning is a hallmark of our modern global information-age economy and an
essential feature of career development in the 21* century. Effective anytime, anyplace learning
environments are critical in this age of rapid changes within society and the work place. UNITE
Instructional Television, a unit of the University of Minnesota that provides distance learning
courses over ITFS facilities, is proud to be a leader in this effort by providing continuing educational
opportunities for engineering and science professionals through distance education.

For 32 years UNITE has delivered high-quality educational programming to distance learners
around the Twin Cities and Rochester, MN. Currently, employees at 28 member companies,
including 3M, IBM, Seagate and Medtronic, view credit and non-credit courses at 32 corporate sites.
The courses offered over the UNITE ITFS system have become an invaluable resource that local
companies use to attract and retain valuable employees.

UNITE offers approximately 55 courses per semester leading to Masters degrees in Computer
Science, Computer Engineering and Electrical Engineering. Additional offerings include graduate
level courses in Biomedical Engineering, selected undergraduate science and engineering courses,
and a wide range of seminars and short courses. Of the approximately 300 professionals per
semester registered through UNITE, approximately 35 per year receive their Master’s degree, with
many others taking courses for career development without the objective of obtaining a degree.

Our future plans include working with the successor to WorldCom (Nextel currently is slated to
assume our Agreement with WorldCom) in using our capacity to deliver courses digitally and bring
two-way wireless broadband services to students, faculty and staff on both of the Universtiy of



Minnesota’s Twin City campuses. Through digital technology, UNITE plans to meet the growing
demand for additional engineering courses. We also plan to offer Biotechnology Masters degrees.
The growth we foresee will increase the number of courses we deliver per semester and add
additional corporate members.

The University of Minnesota is in full support for the coalition proposal, as reflected in the
comments and reply comments of the WCA/NIA/CTN, especially the new band plan. The
University also supports the separate issues raised by NIA/CTN in their separate comments and
reply comments, especially, the need to retain current eligibility requirements for ITFS licenses.

Respectfully,

Edwin N. Thorud
Station Manager



